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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,4,5 and 8-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,4,5 and 8-29 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20091 105 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,551 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1791 

1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 5 and 8-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the admitted prior art as shown in instant Figures 1-3 and disclosed 
in paragraphs 3-8 of the instant specification in view of Johnson (see 19 and 20 in the 
figure). 

Applicant has amended the claims to recite that the fastener is a bolt and that the bolt is 
angled relative to a lower portion of the core material portion that is fixed to the stamper. 
Johnson shows a suitable bolt but does not teach that the bolt would be angled relative 
to any core material portion. However, it is submitted that the aspect of angling the bolt 
as now set forth would have been obvious for these reasons. First of all, instant Fig. 3 
shows a stamper 32 attached to a core material 34 using a vacuum tube 36 that passes 
through the core 34 and rests against the stamper 32. Should a bolt as taught by 
Johnson be used in place of the vacuum tube, the bolt would necessarily have to extend 
into the stamper. The stamper 32 of instant Fig. 3 would produce a light guide with a 
structured face that would be opposite a non-patterned face that would be inclined or 
angled to the structured face — ie the structured or molded face lies along the horizontal. 
However, instant Figure 2 shows a light guide of the prior art which has a structured 
face angled with respect to a planar, non-structured face. One way such a light guide 
would be molded using the apparatus of instant Fig. 3 would be to incline or angle the 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,551 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1791 

stamper 32 so that it lies against an inclined core. If the stamper surface and the core 
against which it rests are inclined from the horizontal, then any bolt passing 
therethrough to attach the stamper to the core would also be advantageously angled 
from the vertical so that the shank of the bolt would be perpendicular to the back of the 
stamper. It is common to pass bolts perpendicularly to an attachment surface so that 
fixation and subsequent bolt removal are facilitated. Also, it is surely within the skill 
level of the art to provide angled fasteners using bores that have been drilled at an 
angle should such be deemed desirable. One of ordinary skill in this art would not have 
had any problem angling the fixation bolts of the combination particularly since the 
stamper surface being fixed would itself be angled from the horizontal. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment has been noted and the arguments submitted reviewed but 
found unpersuasive. While applicant is correct is stating that the prior art does not show 
angled bolts, it is respectfully submitted that such would have been obvious over the 
prior art for the reasons noted supra in paragraph 1 . 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 
November 6, 2009 



/Mathieu D. Vargot/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



